MINUTES
CITY COMMISSION MEETING
TUESDAY, MAY 2, 2017
7:00 P.M.
The Regular Meeting of the City Commission was held at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission
Room. Mayor Usha Reddi and Commissioners Linda Morse, Michael L. Dodson, Wynn
Butler, and Karen McCulloh were present. Also present were the City Manager Ron R.
Fehr, Deputy City Manager Jason Hilgers, Assistant City Manager Kiel Mangus, City
Attorney Katharine Jackson, City Clerk Gary S. Fees, 8 staff, and approximately 105
interested citizens.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Reddi led the Commission in the Pledge of Allegiance.

RECOGNITION
Mayor Reddi recognized and congratulated the 43rd Annual Riley County Spelling Bee
winner Abrar Nasser, Seventh-Grader at Susan B. Anthony Middle School.

PROCLAMATIONS
Mayor Reddi proclaimed May 6, 2017, Poppy Day. Linda McClung, Second Vice
President/Poppy Chair, and Susan Bergsten, American Legion Post 17 Auxiliary, were
present to receive the proclamation.
Mayor Reddi proclaimed May 7-13, 2017, National Travel and Tourism Week. Karen
Hibbard, Vice-President, and Taylor Egan, Intern, Manhattan Convention and Visitors
Bureau; Neal Farmer, Senior Vice President of Commercial Loans, Community 1st National
Bank; and Evan Grier, Managing Partner, Harry’s and Bourbon & Baker, were present to
receive the proclamation.
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PROCLAMATIONS (CONTINUED)
Mayor Reddi proclaimed May 13, 2017, Letter Carrier Food Drive Day. Fred Stork, Food
Drive Coordinator, Branch 1018 National Association of Letter Carriers, was present to
receive the proclamation.
Mayor Reddi proclaimed May 2017, Bike Month. Mark Lee, Traffic Engineer, and Emma
Rearick, Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator, City of Manhattan Public Works; and Wendy
Schlesener and R. J. Youngblood, Members, The Manhattan Project; and many bicycle
enthusiasts were present to receive the proclamation.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Mayor Reddi opened the public comments.
Lisa Sisley, 3651 Everett Drive, Chair, Business Advocacy Committee, Manhattan Area
Chamber of Commerce, informed the Commission on the importance for the retention of
economic development funds for the creation of future high paying jobs.
Dean Thibault, 1017 Mill Valley Circle, highlighted a written statement that was prepared
for the Manhattan City Commission (See Attachment No. 1). He recognized the advocates
for quality jobs for the Manhattan Coalition and highlighted the November 2012 countywide retailer’s sales tax and emphasized the payment for projects, programs or other
inducements intended to enhance the economic development of the city. He requested that
the Commission allocate important tax dollars that produce high quality, high value jobs for
the Manhattan area. He asked that the Commission follow the Manhattan Economic
Development Fund Process and Procedures adopted by the Commission as the primary
criteria for use of economic development sales tax funds. He requested that this established
process, procedures and guidelines be utilized by the Commission for any project when
considering the use of sales tax funds.
Jim Gordon, Chairman, Manhattan Area Chamber of Commerce, thanked the Commission
for the opportunity to speak on the issue of providing high paying jobs that Manhattan
deserves. He stated that the State of Kansas, the City of Manhattan, Kansas State University,
and the Manhattan Area Chamber of Commerce have spent a great deal of resources, both
time and money, to entice National Bio and Agro-Defense Facility (NBAF) to come to
Manhattan. He stated that we are going to have to rely on our own sources to capture these
related companies to bring higher paying jobs to the community, which also represents an
increase in the tax base. He requested that the Commission be strategic and plan to capture
NBAF-related companies and other businesses and to refrain from using economic
development sales tax funds for non-job creating activities until after the Community and
Economic Development Strategy by Market Street Services is completed in January 2018.
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PUBLIC COMMENTS (CONTINUED)
He stated that Manhattan is fortunate to have Kansas State University and Fort Riley as
primary economic drivers and have a unique opportunity to add private sector employers.
Mayor Reddi stated that there may be quite a few comments from the community on the
dog issue and said that she understood the passion involved in the matter. She asked that
public comments be limited to three to five minutes and stated that City Manager Ron Fehr
will provide a few opening comments on the item.
Ron Fehr, City Manager, commented on the unfortunate situation with a dog known as
Buck. He stated that Buck was adopted from the T. Russell Reitz Animal Shelter and
involved a two-year-old child that was bitten on a couple of different occasions. He said the
dog was surrendered back to the Animal Shelter and is currently in standard quarantine for
rabies evaluation; that quarantine timeframe will expire on Friday, May 5, 2017. He
informed the community that Administration understands this is a very emotional issue and
are continuing to investigate, compile and analyze all the facts of the case, as well as
continuing to assess the risk and other relevant information in this case in order to make a
well-informed decision while considering several options.
Jordon Wyatt, Preservice teacher, Kansas State University (KSU), along with her
colleagues, stated they are a group of undergraduate and graduate students from the College
of Education concentrating on English as a Second Language. As KSU students, future
educators and community members, she stated that they are committed to creating and
fostering a welcoming environment for all. She stated they are responding to a recent hate
crime in Olathe, Kansas (shooting of two men originally from India in February), and heard
Mayor Reddi speak about her recent meeting with Governor Brownback in response to the
hate crime, recommending that Kansas can help mitigate hate crimes through education.
Ms. Wyatt provided additional research on hate crimes and discrimination. She stated that
they believed that the first and best place to start is with schools for social change and social
justice. She supported implementing a more engaging, multi-cultural curriculum within the
education system that invites and integrates all cultures to mitigate hate crimes by increasing
cultural awareness.
Mayor Reddi thanked the group for their presentation and suggested they also present to the
USD 383 Board of Education.
Brianna Hammond, Kansas State University Student, College of Education, informed the
Commission that she proposed a government-funded public after school education program
that discusses inconclusive actions a school can take to decrease hate crime. She highlighted
components of the proposed program and read an article from Jennifer Harvey entitled, “Are
We Raising Racists.”
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PUBLIC COMMENTS (CONTINUED)
Madeline Smith, Preservice teacher, College of Education, Kansas State University,
informed the Commission that a multi-cultural curriculum needs to be adopted in schools
that promotes diversity and fosters kindness. She provided additional information regarding
the adoption of multi-cultural curriculum in schools, and mentioned the importance of
empathy, acceptance and inclusivity.
Natalie Schwartz, Preservice teacher, Kansas State University, stated that in order to
decrease hate crimes, she proposed professional development for preservice and in-service
teachers that address preventative measures dealing with conflict. She said that going
beyond raising awareness to actionable approaches is needed. She stated that educators play
a pivotal role with students and in shaping the future of the community.
Chelsea Winter, Preservice teacher, Kansas State University, informed the Commission that
hate crimes have been a federally recognized law against such acts since 1968. She stated
that she believed that solutions to end hate crimes need to include pedagogical methods that
enhance cultural communications in the classroom and incorporate parental involvement;
establish mandated guidelines to incorporate multi-cultural education throughout state-wide
education of people with different cultural backgrounds; and establish multilingual
programs that begin during early childhood education. She thanked Mayor Reddi and the
Commission for listening to their concerns and proposed ideas to incorporate change and
expand cultures within the current learning program.
Mike Casey, Vice President, Ultra Electronics ICE, one of the original founders of the ICE
Corporation, informed the Commission that his company benefitted from the economic
development program and currently have about 60 employees. He stated that he was
thankful for the economic development dollars to hire more people and to expand their
business. He informed the Commission that the business was purchased a few years ago by
a larger company and plan to expand the business again.
Mayor Reddi stated that there will not be a decision made during the meeting regarding the
dog issue and said this was time for public comment as additional information is still being
sought.
Brenda Oppert, 2416 Dickens Avenue, thanked the Commission for the opportunity to speak
in support for a good outcome for Buck. She asked the Commission to consider having an
expert panel review the practices at the Animal Shelter. She stated there are over 2,500
signatures on an online petition to save Buck from euthanasia with signatures from around
the world. She thanked Chris Soupene for his efforts to save this dog and believed that the
family that adopted Buck initially wanted this dog to go to a good and deserving home. She
stated a local rescue has offered to take him as well as breed specific rescues in neighboring
states. She asked that the Commission listen to Manhattan citizens, volunteers and animal
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PUBLIC COMMENTS (CONTINUED)
behaviorists, and allow the dog to go to Mr. Soupene. She stated if that is not possible, then
allow the dog to go to a rescue group. She was sure the City could be relieved of liability
in such a scenario.
Megan Champion, 2078 College Heights Road, spoke in support for Buck and stated that
she recently worked with Buck as a volunteer at the T. Russell Reitz Animal Shelter. She
provided information about Buck and stated that she never thought he was a bad dog or
would bite her or witnessed any bad behavior. She said he would thrive in an environment
at a rescue and should go to a rescue to be free and roam on his own.
Pat Collins, 3313 Cherokee Circle, informed the Commission that he is a dog lover and was
in support for save the Buck campaign. He stated that he understood an investigation was
occurring and did not know everything that has happened. He stated that policies need to be
evaluated and reviewed. He provided an example in the early 1990’s changing a policy
regarding tornado sirens in all of Riley County. He asked that the Commission evaluate all
circumstances and make a decision best for all and for Buck.
Emily Fawcett, 627 Crestview Drive, Junction City, informed the Commission that animal
lovers are passionate about dogs and animals. She stated that she is the owner of The
Pampered Pet and director and founder of an animal rescue and sanctuary in Junction City.
She stated that she was willing to take over Buck’s quarantine, if allowed, and to let Buck
come into her rescue and undergo a 14-day behavioral analysis. If deemed Buck is not
suitable in a home, then it would be her decision, along with her trainers and Board of
Directors. If Buck is deemed fit to go into a home, then allow her to place him in a home
where he can be successful as a pet, a companion and not a danger to anyone. She stated
there has not been a case found where liability had been transferred back to a city after
transferring a dog to a rescue. She stated that she would assume any and all liability and
responsibility for Buck. She provided additional information and asked the Commission to
show compassion for Buck.
Chris Soupene, 2624 Georgetown Place, informed the Commission that a solution is trying
to be found regarding Buck that will please everyone. He stated that he originally wanted to
adopt Buck; he gave him up once and said he would do it again. He said he believed that
Buck was put in a bad circumstance and wanted to save Buck and give him a second chance.
He informed the Commission that this has been a learning experience and to contact him
regarding the matter. He expressed his appreciation to the Commission for their time.
Barbara Bish, 2311 McFarland Road, Junction City, informed the Commission that this is
a special circumstance and so many people are following Buck and want him saved. She
asked that Buck be granted a stay of execution and transferred to the care of a licensed
rescue to be evaluated properly and receive the training he may need as a German
Shorthaired. She provided information to the Commission on post-operative care
instructions for a canine neuter. She asked that Buck be given one last chance.

Minutes
City Commission Meeting
May 2, 2017
Page 6

PUBLIC COMMENTS (CONTINUED)
Kelli Richardson, 2009 Quail Run, Junction City, stated that she was here to be a voice for
Buck and provided the Commission with information on her relationship with Emily
Fawcett. She stated that Emily is the only person that can groom her dog and has been going
there for almost ten years. She stated that under Emily’s guidance and expertise this dog
could grow and thrive. She asked that this dog be given a chance for a life that he deserves.
Mariel Butler, 1036 Highland Ridge Drive, stated that dogs have mood swings like people
do and that after surgery are in a lot of pain and want to be left alone. She said she believes
that Buck should be given another chance.
Jim Fawcett, 711 Crestview Drive, Junction City, stated that his daughter Emily spoke
earlier and said that he taught his children that if you believe in something strong enough,
do not be afraid to stand up and be counted. He said that a whole lot of people have stood
up for Buck and he is probably a symbol of millions of other dogs languishing in shelters
throughout this country. He provided examples of dogs in bad situations that have turned
out to be very good dogs as well as his experiences with shelters. He stated there is an
alternative and understands the City wants to do the right thing and we want the right thing
for you and also for Buck.
Linea Alt, 6925 Rockwood Drive, Milford, stated that she is President of Friends of
Animals, a rescue group out of Junction City, and assists Junction City and Geary County
animal shelter. She stated that she is on the animal shelter board and when they heard about
Buck’s situation, they offered to do a shelter-to-shelter transfer. She stated that she is a local
attorney and has done the research and has not seen any case that directly indicates that an
animal shelter or city municipality is going to be held accountable if this animal later on
down the road bites. She requested that the animal be transferred to their shelter, to another
rescue, or to a breed specific rescue in Colorado. She asked the Commission to allow us to
help Buck and to get him into a better situation.
Sue Fawcett, 711 Crestview Drive, and her granddaughter, Delaney, stated that dogs have
feelings too. She said her daughter Emily has rescued three different dogs from three
different shelters. She stated that all three dogs turned out to be great pets.
Chad Blockcolski, 10886 Boller Road, Junction City, stated that he previously lived in
Manhattan for 42 years and that when he found out about this from Chris Soupene, it was
surprising to him and he became very interested. He said that he met with City Manager
Ron Fehr and had a nice discussion and mentioned concerns about the transfer paperwork
and potential liability to the City in the future. He asked that additional research be done
and to share the research on the topic. He asked who would make the final decision and
recommended that a third party evaluate this dog as another opinion. He thanked the
Commission for their time.
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PUBLIC COMMENTS (CONTINUED)
Ron Fehr, City Manager, stated that he was referring to his staff and to the Animal Shelter
staff in the evaluation process.
Laura Oesterhaus, 2128 Wandersee Road, Dwight, informed the Commission that she has
been helping the Animal Shelter with their dogs since 1979. She stated that she has
transferred dogs with a history of biting and there has never been a case in which the city
was liable with any of these dogs. She stated that she also has a rescue license with a German
Shorthaired rescue in Missouri and with a Mile High German Shorthaired Pointer rescue in
Colorado and both would take the dog. She asked that the dog be evaluated with someone
that works with German Shorthaired Pointers to be evaluated properly and give him a
chance.
Terry Zimmerman, 11970 Baldwin Park Ranch, Riley County, thanked Mr. Fehr in
answering his questions earlier. He asked the city attorney if the dog would get an appeal
and when will a decision be made.
Mayor Reddi informed Mr. Zimmerman that they are sorting out what happened and
gathering data.
Ron Fehr, City Manager, stated that they are still investigating, considering all the options
and collecting information.
Kendra Leibe, 213 87th Avenue, stated that she was the owner of two huskies and that dogs
do have feelings and provided examples of her dog’s behavior. She informed the
Commission that you need to understand the breed of the dog and the circumstances of Buck
being neutered and going to a new home too soon.
Michelle Lane, 1704 Third Street, Clay Center, stated that she has known Emily Fawcett
for years. She informed the Commission that she adopted a cat from the Manhattan shelter
about ten years ago and found out that the cat hated kids, so she found a family in Clay
Center without children and this cat has been their lap cat for the last ten years. She said she
has a boxer with a disease that causes her toenails to come off, creates pain, and attacks
other dogs at home that her dog has grown up with. She said given Buck’s circumstances,
she asked the Commission to consider putting Buck in Emily’s care.
Kayla (last name provided), 3867 Almond Drive, St. George, informed the Commission that
she fosters cats through an organization in Manhattan. She provided information about her
work and stated that Buck had surgery and went to a new home that he did not know. She
said it will take a long time to get comfortable with someone new and stated that steps were
not properly taken at the Shelter to place Buck in a home so soon after surgery. She stated
that Buck deserves a second chance.

Minutes
City Commission Meeting
May 2, 2017
Page 8

PUBLIC COMMENTS (CONTINUED)
Rachelle Fountain, 2500 Farm Bureau Road, stated that she took care of an elderly woman
that had a cat and she went to the hospital for multiple days and the cat died from separation
anxiety. She stated that animals do have feelings and asked that Buck be given a fair chance
to be a happy dog.
An individual (name and address not provided) stated that there are good people at the
Animal Shelter and the staff have a hard job to protect our community as well as the animals.
She stated that Buck was given an opportunity to be evaluated by our Shelter staff and went
to a family with a two-year old child. She asked that we look at this case closely to ensure
the dog was not mishandled. She stressed the importance of being a responsible dog owner
and the inability to screen the adopters by the Shelter staff. She stated that initially, dogs do
not like to be hugged if they do not know you and maybe that happened to Buck. She
provided information on her experiences with German Shepherds and asked questions on
the adoption process with this particular case.
Ron Fehr, City Manager, stated this is part of the overall evaluation and are looking at all
the circumstances.
Mayor Reddi thanked everyone that spoke and engaged in local government.
Hearing no other comments, Mayor Reddi closed the public comments.

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS
Commissioner Morse recognized Mayor Reddi for receiving the Susan M. Scott Community
Leadership Award from the Staley School of Leadership Studies at Kansas State University.
She stated the Parks and Recreation Department and Code Services Division also received
recognition from the Staley School of Leadership Studies for their involvement with the
Furniture Amnesty Day and the annual Spring Clean-Up community event. She informed
the community that she attended the League of Kansas Municipalities Leadership Summit
and Kansas Mayors Conference April 21 and 22 in Dodge City and congratulated Mayor
Reddi for being nominated as Mayor of the Year. She stated that she stood in for Mayor
Reddi at Northview School for Arbor Day and planted several replacement trees with City
Forester J. David Mattox.
Mayor Reddi stated that she and Commissioner Morris attended the Leadership Summit and
Kansas Mayors Conference in Dodge City. She congratulated City of Altamont Mayor Herb
Bath, recipient of the Kansas Mayor of the Year for 2017.
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COMMISSIONER COMMENTS (CONTINUED)
Commissioner Dodson thanked those involved with the dedication ceremony of Kansas
State University’s World War I Memorial Stadium on Friday, April 21, 2017, to honor the
48 Kansas State University students and faculty fallen soldiers who died in World War I.
He stated that there were approximately 1,000 boy scouts and their leaders on the campus
of Kansas State University on Saturday, April 29, 2017, to earn their merit badges with
many volunteers providing teaching opportunities for the scouts to earn their merit badges.
He informed the community that Friday, May 5, 2017, is customer appreciation from 10:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Manhattan Regional Airport Terminal to recognize the arrival of the
larger aircraft with service to Dallas.
Jesse Romo, Airport Director, stated that on Friday, May 5, 2017, the first larger aircraft
from Dallas-Fort Worth will arrive at the Manhattan Regional Airport (MHK) at 10:19 a.m.
He stated they plan to have the Fire Department shooting off water cannons upon the arrival
of the aircraft and will have snacks and refreshments at the MHK Terminal from 10:00 a.m.
to 1:00 p.m.

CONSENT AGENDA
(* denotes those items discussed)
MINUTES
The Commission approved the minutes of the Regular City Commission Meeting
held Tuesday, April 18, 2017.
CLAIMS REGISTER NO. 2851
The Commission approved Claims Register No. 2851 authorizing and approving the
payment of claims from April 12, 2017, to April 25, 2017, in the amount of
$1,807,925.24.
LICENSE
The Commission approved an annual Cereal Malt Beverages Off-Premises License
for Short Stop #12, 2010 North Tuttle Creek Boulevard.
ORDINANCE NO. 7281 – AMEND – TRASH AND REFUSE CONTAINERS
ENFORCEMENT
The Commission approved Ordinance No. 7281 amending Section 16-2 of the Code
of Ordinances relating to trash and refuse containers and clarifying the process to
enforce various nuisance violations.
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CONSENT AGENDA (CONTINUED)
ORDINANCE NO. 7282 – AMEND – NUISANCE ENFORCEMENT
The Commission approved Ordinance No. 7282 amending Sections 21-12 and
21-16 of the Code of Ordinances relating to nuisances and clarifying the process to
enforce various nuisance violations.
ORDINANCE NO. 7283 – AMEND – WEEDS ENFORCEMENT
The Commission approved Ordinance No. 7283 amending Sections 21-26, 21-27,
and 21-29 of the Code of Ordinances relating to weeds and clarifying the process to
enforce various nuisance violations.
ORDINANCE NO. 7284 – REPEAL – ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATIONS
The Commission approved Ordinance No. 7284 deleting Sections 21-40 and 21-41
of the Code of Ordinances relating to Environmental Regulations and clarifying the
process to enforce various nuisance violations.
ORDINANCE NO. 7285 – AMEND – INOPERABLE VEHICLES
ENFORCMENT
The Commission approved Ordinance No. 7285 amending Sections 31-122 and 31124 of the Code of Ordinances relating to inoperable vehicles, and clarifying the
process to enforce various nuisance violations.
*

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS – BROKER AGENT OF RECORD
Mayor Reddi stated that Commissioner Dodson will be the Commissioner
representative on the Selection Committee.
The Commission authorized City Administration to solicit proposals for a Broker
“Agent of Record” for the City’s Commercial Insurance Programs and Risk
Management Services, and appointed Commissioner Dodson to serve on the
Selection Committee.
AGREEMENT – PROFESSIONAL SERVICES – SUNRISE CEMETERY
SURVEY AND STREET DESIGN (PR1701, CIP #CP222P)
The Commission authorized the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement for
professional services in an amount not to exceed $33,326.00, with Schwab-Eaton,
P.A. of Manhattan, Kansas, for the Sunrise Cemetery Survey and Street Design
project (PR1701, CIP #CP222P).
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CONSENT AGENDA (CONTINUED)
AGREEMENT – PROFESSIONAL SERVICES – HOUSTON STREET/5TH
STREET STORM SEWER IMPROVEMENTS (SM1701, CIP #SW052P)
The Commission authorized the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement for
professional services in an amount not to exceed $403,820.00 with Olsson and
Associates, of Manhattan, Kansas, for the Houston Street and 5th Street Storm Sewer
project (SM1701, CIP #SW052P).
*

AWARD CONTRACT – RILEY COUNTY SENIORS’ SERVICE CENTER
KITCHEN IMPROVEMENTS (CD1616)
The Commission accepted the Architect’s Opinion of Probable Cost in the amount
of $278,250.00 for the Base Bid, and awarded and authorized the Mayor and City
Clerk to execute a construction contract in the amount of $267,800.00, for the Base
Bid only, to R. F. Benchmark, Inc., of Manhattan, Kansas, for the Riley County
Seniors’ Service Center Kitchen Improvements.

*

CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 - RILEY COUNTY SENIORS’ SERVICE CENTER
KITCHEN IMPROVEMENTS (CD1616)
The Commission approved and authorized the Mayor to execute Deduct Change
Order No. 1 in the amount of $12,000.00 for the Riley County Seniors’ Service
Center Kitchen Improvements (CD1616).

*

AGREEMENT - CONTRIBUTION OF FUNDS - RILEY COUNTY
SENIORS’ SERVICE CENTER KITCHEN IMPROVEMENTS (CD1616)
The Commission authorized the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement with
the Riley County Seniors’ Service Center for its $153,250.00 contribution for the
Riley County Seniors’ Service Center Kitchen Improvements (CD1616).

*

AWARD CONTRACT - AIRPORT ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING
REMODEL PROJECT (AP1701)
Jesse Romo, Airport Director, presented an overview of the item. He then responded
to questions from the Commission.
Ron Fehr, City Manager, responded to questions from the Commission regarding
financing.
The Commission accepted the Architect’s Opinion of Probable Cost in the amount
of $332,679.00, awarded and authorized the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a
construction contract in the amount of $287,450.00 with Trinium Construction, of
Manhattan, Kansas, for the Airport Administrative Building Remodel Project
(AP1701).
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CONSENT AGENDA (CONTINUED)
*

AGREEMENT - CONSTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION SERVICES AIRPORT ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING REMODEL PROJECT
(AP1701)
Jesse Romo, Airport Director, presented an overview of the item. He then responded
to questions from the Commission.
Ron Fehr, City Manager, responded to questions from the Commission regarding
financing.
The Commission authorized the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a construction
administration services agreement in the amount of $9,865.00 with Ben Moore
Studio, LLC, of Manhattan, Kansas, for the Airport Administrative Building
Remodel Project (AP1701).
PURCHASE – AIRCRAFT RESCUE FIRE FIGHTING VEHICLE AND
ANCILLARY EQUIPMENT (CIP #FR030P)
The Commission authorized the purchase of an Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting
Vehicle (CIP #FR030P) in the amount of $787,880.00 from Oshkosh Airport
Products, LLC, of Oshkosh, Wisconsin, and the Ancillary Equipment in the amount
of $29,832.00 from Ed M. Feld Fire Equipment Co., of Carroll, Iowa, upon receipt
of a Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Grant Offer, and authorized the
disposal of the 1980 Oshkosh T-6 upon delivery of the new ARFF vehicle.
GRANT AGREEMENT - AIRCRAFT RESCUE FIRE FIGHTING VEHICLE
AND ANCILLARY EQUIPMENT (CIP #FR030P)
The Commission authorized the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a FAA Grant Offer
(AIP 3-20-0052-048-2017) in the amount of $735,940.00, if received, for the
Aircraft Rescue Fire Fighting Vehicle and Ancillary Equipment (CIP #FR030P).
PURCHASE – COMPACT EXCAVATOR (CIP #SW079P)
The Commission authorized City Administration to purchase a Compact Excavator
(CIP# SW079P) from White Star Machinery, of Manhattan, Kansas, in the amount
of $61,000.00, to be paid from the Stormwater Fund.

*

RECOMMENDATION – SSAB UTILITY DONATION FUND
Hillary Badger, Assistant Director of Finance, presented an overview of the Social
Services Advisory Board (SSAB) request to agencies from the SSAB Utility
Donation Fund.
The Commission approved the 2017 capital improvement requests (See Attachment
No. 2) from the Social Services Advisory Board (SSAB) Utility Donation Fund in
the amount of $34,305.00.
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CONSENT AGENDA (CONTINUED)
BOARD APPOINTMENTS
The Commission approved the following appointments by Mayor Reddi to various
boards and committees of the City.
Historic Resources Board
Appointment of Matthew McCrane, 530 Moro Street, to a three-year History
term. Mr. McCrane’s term begins immediately, and will expire April 30, 2020.
Human Rights and Services Board
Appointment of Annie Cook, 2834 Oregon Lane, to the remainder of a threeyear term. Ms. Cook’s term begins immediately and will expire March 9, 2019.
Special Alcohol Funds Advisory Board
Appointment of Jurdene Coleman, 510 Stonemont Drive, to fill the unexpired
term of Danielle DeCuir. Ms. Coleman’s term begins immediately and will
expire June 30, 2019.
Mayor Reddi opened the public comments.
Hearing no other comments, Mayor Reddi closed the public comments.
After discussion and comments from the Commission, Commissioner Butler moved to
approve the consent agenda. Commissioner Dodson seconded the motion. On a roll call
vote, motion carried 5-0.

GENERAL AGENDA
FIRST READING - VACATE - SOUTH 8TH STREET BETWEEN FORT RILEY
BOULEVARD AND EL PASO LANE
Commissioner Butler moved to remove the item from the table. Commissioner Dodson
seconded the motion. On a roll call vote, motion carried 5-0.
Brian Johnson, City Engineer, provided an overview of the item. He highlighted the
vacation request and site map of the area to be vacated.
Mayor Reddi opened the public comments.
Greg Wilson, owner of the property, asked the Commission if they had any questions. He
stated that they would be responsible for mowing the grass on their property.
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GENERAL AGENDA (CONTINUED)
FIRST READING - VACATE - SOUTH 8TH STREET BETWEEN FORT RILEY
BOULEVARD AND EL PASO LANE (CONTINUED)
Hearing no other comments, Mayor Reddi closed the public comments.
After discussion and comments from the Commission, Commissioner Butler moved to
approve first reading of an ordinance vacating portions of South 8th Street from El Paso
Lane to Fort Riley Boulevard and that the utility easement within the boundaries of said
vacated South 8th Street is hereby dedicated to the public. Commissioner Dodson seconded
the motion. On a roll call vote, motion carried 5-0.
ACCEPT – PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITY FEASIBILITY REPORT;
RESOLUTION NO. 050217-A – SET BALLOT LANGUAGE – QUALITY OF LIFE
SALES TAX QUESTION
Eddie Eastes, Director of Parks and Recreation, presented an overview of the item. He
highlighted the proposed action items for the Commission to accept the Parks and
Recreation Feasibility Report as previously presented, to consider a draft ordinance to
rescind the 2009 .25% sales tax for the Pools and the Zoo Education Building, and to
approve a resolution setting ballot language for the Quality of Life Sales Tax Question in
November 2017. He also highlighted the proposed projects for 2017-2027; the future home
of the Asia exhibit at Sunset Zoo and estimated budget; and the Park and Recreation Quality
of Life sales tax timeline.
Jason Hilgers, Deputy City Manager, responded to questions from the Commission
regarding the date to start collections of the new tax, if approved, and highlighted the draft
ordinance. He provided an overview on feedback received from the Kansas Department of
Revenue and the process that will occur with the State of Kansas and retailers regarding the
sales tax collections.
After comments from the Commission, Jason Hilgers, Deputy City Manager, and Eddie
Eastes, Director of Parks and Recreation, responded to questions regarding the use of excess
sales tax funds and the strategies planned at Sunset Zoo.
Eddie Eastes, Director of Parks and Recreation, informed the Commission that the education
piece will be critical in working and communicating with the public regarding the sales tax
question and timing of the components.
Jason Hilgers, Deputy City Manager, stated that City staff would continue working with the
USD 383 Board of Education and respective legal counsels to construct the facilities on
their property and to work through shared use agreements. He stated that options for phasing
the projects will continue. He then responded to questions regarding temporary notes,
financing and future actions for the City Commission.
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GENERAL AGENDA (CONTINUED)
ACCEPT – PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITY FEASIBILITY REPORT;
RESOLUTION NO. 050217-A – SET BALLOT LANGUAGE – QUALITY OF LIFE
SALES TAX QUESTION (CONTINUED)
Eddie Eastes, Director of Parks and Recreation, highlighted the projects for the Northeast
Recreation Center (located at Eisenhower Middle School), the Northwest Recreation Center
(located at Anthony Middle School), the CiCo Park Renovation, and the Trails as well as
proposed costs. He asked the Commission to consider approval of the Parks and Recreation
Feasibility Study and stated that Bruce McMillan was present if there were any questions
regarding the Study. He also asked the Commission for their input on the draft ordinance to
rescind the previous 2009 Quality of Life Sales Tax and dedicate funds to the Expedition
Asia Exhibit as well as approval of the Resolution setting Ballot Language for the November
2017 election.
After additional comments and questions from the Commission, Jason Hilgers, Deputy City
Manager, and Eddie Eastes, Director of Parks and Recreation, responded to additional
questions from the Commission and highlighted the proposed ballot question.
Eddie Eastes, Director of Parks and Recreation, responded to questions from the
Commission regarding the long-term operational costs of the facilities and economic
opportunities that these facilities will provide.
Jason Hilgers, Deputy City Manager, stated that recreation has a revenue and an expense
and it is interesting to see how much revenue the City’s programs generate and the costs to
provide programs. He said the challenge will be to put resources in these facilities without
stretching and busting the budget and will need to be creative. He informed the Commission
that there is flexibility in the budget to accommodate this growth.
Mayor Reddi opened the public comments.
Hearing no comments, Mayor Reddi closed the public comments.
After additional comments from the Commission, Commissioner Butler moved to accept
the Parks and Recreation Facility Feasibility Report, and approve Resolution No.
050217-A calling a special question during the general election in November 2017 for
construction of two multi-purpose gymnasiums/neighborhood centers, along with parking
facilities and access roads, adjacent to Anthony and Eisenhower Middle Schools; the
renovation of ballfields and tennis courts within CiCo Park; the establishment of a 12-court
tennis layout; and, the acquisition of necessary right-of-way for, and the design and
construction of, new recreational trails and the improvement of existing recreational trails;
and authorizing the imposition of the identified special city-wide retailers’ sales tax, as more
specifically set forth in the resolution. Commissioner Dodson seconded the motion. On a
roll call vote, motion carried 5-0.
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Attachment No. 2
2017
Request
Shepherd's Crossing
Printing Equipment Improvements
Circles/Thrive!
Training & Youth Program Supplies
Crisis Center
Security Enhancements
Bathroom Repair/Renovation
Big Brothers Big Sisters
Roof Repairs
Boys & Girls Club
Wall Removal to Enlarge Play Area
Manhattan Emergency Shelter, Inc.
Kitchen Flooring & Island Project
Morning Star Inc., CRO
Van to Transport Clients
K-State Center for Child Development
Playground Shade Structure
Child Safety Camera System
Kansas Legal Services
Office Improvements
Information Systems Upgrades
Total Allocations

0
$4,815
0
$5,000
0
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
0
$4,800
0
$4,690
$ 34,305

